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Youth involvement in crime
Introduction 
Law enforcement involves different aspects that focus on improving the wellbeing of individuals within society. Law enforcement officers are faced with difficult situations in their attempts to create a law-abiding society where everybody understands their rights while focusing on building a collaborative and friendly environment between individuals and law enforcement officers. However, attaining a perfect relationship between the community and officers has been difficult due to varying factors that contribute to lawlessness within the society. Controlling crime development is an essential part of the police job description, which provides a reliable system for a successful change process.
Research question 
What are the factors contributing to youth involvement in the crime?
Justification 
The number of young people who are engaging in crime has been increasing significantly in the United States despite major measures that have been implemented within criminal justice to curb offending and reoffending. Crime rates have been on the rise across different regions in the United States (Reboussin et al., 2015). Youths and young adolescents have perpetrated most of these crimes. Youths and young adults are expected to be highly engaged in their respective employment and education, which is essential in shaping their personal development. Adopting crime tendencies has been considered as a shortcut to wealth, which is an assumption that has not been conclusively proved based on the living conditions of criminals and individuals who engage in crimes. Human development is a process that provides a vital assessment on better processes that help define an improved understanding of the changes which help developing counter processes, which can help in identifying a more significant commitment to controlling crime within the community (Thornton et al., 2015).
The number of violent crimes committed by juvenile offers has been increasing significantly in the recent past, which questions the underlying societal values that are being instilled in children while also assessing the influence of technology and social interaction across different societies.  In 2016,  there were approximately 215,000 serious violent crimes in the United States committed by youths between 12 and 17. These statistics show the overall need to assess the existing commitment to promoting positive behavior among individuals in society (Ra, 2019).  
Since the 1980s, young people have been significant offenders in the United States with a peak in 1993 when youths contributed to 1.1 million severe crimes in the United States (Changalasetty et al., 2019).  Young people are increasingly becoming violent and difficult to control, which creates serious concerns for the juvenile justice criminal justice system. Therefore in responding to the increasing crimes by youths, federal and state legislators have sought to develop better strategies that focus on making juvenile offenses more punitive and allow the transfer of children into the adult criminal justice system based on the nature of the crime committed.  The available information on juvenile offenders has provided the basis of management where criminal justice stakeholders have considered in making policies that are aimed at controlling the current situation (Thornton et al., 2015). 
Law enforcement officers have been unable to effectively develop better strategies that focus on improving the wellbeing of individuals within the society as well as eliminating lawbreakers. The difficulty in understanding the underlying factors that are contributing to youth involvement in crime makes it difficult to develop policies and strategies that help in promoting the overall level of development within society. The increased participation of youths in crime is a serious issue across all states in the country, which means that it is a public concern with a significant focus on controlling the behavior of youths and children through behavioral and behavioral development. The presence of gangs within the United States society has been a detrimental aspect, especially in low-income neighborhoods where individuals are easily swayed to join these groups at the detriment of education and overall societal harmony.  The development of gangs in the United States has been a significant issue within criminal justice over the years. Gangs have members from diverse settings and ages. The development of better interventions provides a unique emphasis on essential concepts that help define a strong focus on positive changes (Gruber, Levitt, and Lochner, 2013).
Significance of the study 
Youths and young individuals win society form the foundation of a working nation. This means that it is essential to help implement a stronger system that helps improve the level of commitment to change and identification of critical strategies that can help improve youth development. Management of youth and adolescent behavior has been difficult, which highlights the current high rate of crime committed by youths and adolescents. It was vital to understand the specific factors that contribute to the current situation. The results from the study will help develop a better visual understanding of particular factors that need to be engaged fully in controlling youth and adolescent involvement in a crime. Policymakers have an essential role in creating a strong emphasis on critical elements that help define a strong focus on better processes that help define better organizational performance. Therefore prevention programs must be developed with a specific focus on significant changes that help identify critical processes that determine a positive change development process in the society (Walters, 2014).
It is worrying that many youths are opting to join gangs rather than pursuing academic excellence, which is supposed to be a priority. It is essential to understand the basis of this decision and implement better measures that can provide a successful level of change and performance within society. Many youths are joining gangs without understanding the psychological challenges that are Communities and families. Therefore, they are focusing on different approaches that they can consider in discouraging gang involvement before it starts. Consequently, it is crucial to integrate better policies based on the findings from the study where it would be possible to engage individuals in low-income settings to shun crime and embrace positive development concepts that shape societal development.
Literature review 
Juvenile offending is a vital issue that needs to be solved in controlling and improving the lives of the future generation. This can be attained through effectively developing better strategies that focus on promoting positive livelihood and quality of life among individuals in society. Different factors such as employment status, family background, and individual behavioral wellbeing have been identified as significant factors that help in promoting a healthy level of change within society.  According to Estrada (2019), consideration of family income and education perception have been significant factors contributing to youth's involvement in a crime. Youths who have a lower level of education have less influence within the society and thus become disillusioned in life hence opting to other factors that help in maintaining a strong level of change, which promotes a successful level of change within the society. 
Many youths begin using drugs and alcohol at a very tender age, which limits their ability to focus on positive factors that can help in improving their level of development. According to Sutton (2017), drug use and involvement in violence are linked, which is essential and helps define an understanding of specific factors that determine individual development. Youths and adolescents, especially female members, have a higher involvement in drugs, which explains the increasing crime perpetrated by the same group (Sutton, 2017). Similarly, Sharkey et al. (2015) sought to develop an emphasis on drug use and violent crimes among adolescents. The results of the study showed that alcohol use was highly associated with both violent and non-violent crimes.  Criminal history and racial identity were also identified as critical factors that are associated with increased violent crimes among adolescents. Therefore there is a need to understand the crucial role in controlling essential elements that help create a reliable platform in managing these factors (Sharkey, Stifel and Mayworm, 2015). 
Dong and Krohn et al. (2016) highlighted that children from families living below the poverty level were also associated with increased youth gang membership. Therefore the findings also estimated that there were approximately 1 million youth gang members in the United States, which was around 2% with an average age of 14 years. The primary issue that is defined in this case is the limited emphasis on controlling gang development. High poverty levels and lack of formal education have even identified as primary factors that are associated with gang development. However, an important consideration that is made in this case is that gang demographics are shifting in the recent past with children joining by the age of 5 years (Dong and Krohn, 2016).






References
Changalasetty, S. B. et al. (2019) 'Assessing the Relation between Family Background and Juvenile Delinquency using Data Mining,' in 2019 International Conference on Computer Communication and Informatics, ICCCI 2019. doi: 10.1109/ICCCI.2019.8822138.
Dong, B. and Krohn, M. D. (2016) ‘Escape from violence: What reduces the enduring consequences of adolescent gang affiliation?’, Journal of Criminal Justice. doi: 10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2016.07.002.
Estrada, F. (2019). Youth and Crime in a Welfare State. Trends, Inequalities, and Societal Response. In Policing Schools: School Violence and the Juridification of Youth (pp. 33-51). Springer, Cham.
Gruber, J., Levitt, S. D. and Lochner, L. (2013) ‘The Determinants of Juvenile Crime’, in Risky Behavior among Youths. doi: 10.7208/chicago/9780226309972.003.0008.
Ra, K. H. (2019) ‘Association between perception of police prejudice against minorities and juvenile delinquency.’, Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences.
Reboussin, B. A. et al. (2015) ‘The role of neighborhood in urban black adolescent marijuana use’, Drug and Alcohol Dependence. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2015.06.029.
Sharkey, J., Stifel, S. and Mayworm, A. (2015) ‘How to help me get out of a gang: Youth Recommendations to Family, School, Community, and Law Enforcement System’, Journal of juvenile justice.
Sutton, T. E. (2017) ‘The lives of female gang members: A review of the literature’, Aggression and Violent Behavior. doi: 10.1016/j.avb.2017.10.001.
Thornton, L. C. et al. (2015) ‘Callous-Unemotional Traits and Adolescents’ Role in Group Crime’, Law and Human Behavior. doi: 10.1037/lhb0000124.
Walters, G. D. (2014) ‘Crime and substance misuse in adjudicated delinquent youth: The worst of both worlds’, Law and Human Behavior. doi: 10.1037/lhb0000050.

